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was thrown out to the Government, who took alarm at the situation, and a
conference of leading members of the Government and Opposition,   and of
representatives   of the Indian and Chinese communities, together with Mr.
Albert Cartwright, as mediator, was held at Pretoria. The conference proved
abortive, however, for though they were prepared to waive the other points
upon which they had previously insisted,   the Government proved adamant
on the two main issues. They definitely refused either to repeal the Asiatic Act
or to remove the racial bar of the Immigration Law. An amending Bill was
passed through both Houses of Parliament, validating voluntary registration,
and improving the Indian position in certain respects, but it being, in the main,
unsatisfactory for the reasons given above, it was not recognized by the Passive
Resisters, who resumed the struggle with energy. The new measure, however,
strengthened the hands of the Government by giving them powers of deportation,
which, however, were at first neutralised by their deporting Passive Resisters
across the Natal border, whence they returned as fast as they were deported.
Into the many details and ramifications of the struggle at this stage it is
unnecessary now to enter; suffice it to recall the Delagoa Bay incidents, when
the Portuguese Government acted as the catspaw of the Transvaal, in prevent-
ing the entry into the Transvaal of returning Indians lawfully resident there,
the various test-cases brought in the Supreme Court against the Government,
some of which were lost and some won, the voluntary insolvency of Mr. A. M*
Cachalia, the Chairman of the British Indian Association, who preferred to keep
his oath and preserve his honour to the sordid joy of money-making, the im-
prisonment of Indians of all classes by hundreds, the appeals to India, where
protest meetings were held in different parts of the country, the financial help
of Natal, the arousing of enthusiasm amongst Indians all over the country,
the activity of Lord Ampthill's Committee in London, and of the British Press,
the bitter controversies that raged in the Transvaal papers, the latent sympathy
of not a few Transvaal Europeans, culminating in the formation of Mr. Hos-
ken's Committee that rendered such splendid and patriotic service in a number of
ways, the public letter to The Times, the refusal of the Royal Assent to anti-
Indian measures passed by the Legislatures of Natal and Southern Rhodesia,
the Indian mass meetings in Johannesburg and all over South Africa, the
weakening of some sections of the Indian community and the strengthening of
others, the amazing revelation of Tamil strength and fortitude, the energetic
labours of the Indian women, the ruin and desolation of businesses and homes,
the cruel gaol hardships whose purpose was to crush the spirit of the Passive
Resisters, the magnificent courage of those who sought imprisonment again and
again, the glorious religious spirit that was developed as the struggle moved
on from phase to phase, the hopes and fears, the firm faith of the leaders in
ultimate success—all these constitute a pageant of incidents and emotions that
gave greatness to the Passive Resistance movement, and that bestowed upon it
its most distinguishing characteristics.

